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Trailer Safety Check List
Things to Check Before S

You Hit the Road o

Many recreational trailers can sit idle at home for long periods leaving them susceptible to
wear and tear, especially when exposed to the open elements if stored outside. Here is a list
of things to check before you next hitch up and hit the road with your trailer.

Bearings: Wheel bearing maintenance is an important item for recreational trailer owners.
Your wheel bearings are a critical component in keeping your wheel and hub on the axle.
Bearings should be checked at least once per year. For trailers that used more regularly and
for boat trailers, check your bearings twice per year. Jacking the trailer up and checking for
lateral movement (wheel wobble) is a good gauge. Bearings should always be checked by a
qualified mechanic before you hit the road. New bearings or complete hub assemblies are
relatively inexpensive, so don’t end your holiday because of a wheel falling off!

Axles: Your trailer axle is a critically important component of your trailer. The axle will be
either round or square and the machined ends of the axle is called the axle journals. The
axle journals are machined to take a specific bearing type or bearing size. This determines
the load carrying capacity of your trailer. During your annual service check the axle hubs
should be completely removed and the axle journals should be checked for wear. If needed,
complete replacement axles, supplied fitted with or without hubs or brakes, are surprisingly
inexpensive to replace. Ask your mechanic to conduct a complete axle service.

Trailer Couplings: The most important connection between your vehicle and your trailer is
the coupling. You must ensure that your trailer coupling is fully operational and not
damaged. Override trailer couplings need to be lubricated and checked for wear. At the
same time check all electrical connectors and trailer plugs to ensure that your trailer lighting
is all fully operational. Worn or damaged trailer couplings, trailer plugs, electrical cables,
safety chains and chain shackles should be checked and replaced if required.

Jockey Wheels: The jockey wheel is required to be in 100% condition so that when you
arrive an uncouple your rig you will have the stability you require. Jockey wheels are also
vital when moving or storing your trailer. Make sure the load rating of your jockey wheel
matches your trailer. For heavy trailers always fit a heavy-duty jockey wheel. During
prolonged storage periods the actual wheel itself can deteriorate, so inspect the wheel,
especially pneumatic wheels to ensure that they are serviceable when fully inflated.
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Mechanical Override Brakes: If your trailer has a braking system the entire system should
be checked and serviced annually. For mechanical override brake systems, check all
components, including the trailer coupling & tow ball, hand brake lever, steel brake cable,
cable adjusters & pulleys, and the brake drums or disc calipers. Make sure that cable
operated brakes are working, as often they are not adjusted properly. If required complete
replacement mechanical backing plates or disc calipers, are a relatively inexpensive service
item. Brake drums and brake disc hubs also wear and are replaceable.

Electric Brake Systems: Trailers from 750 kg to 2 tonnes and over, will require an effective
braking system to be fitted to one or more axles. If your braking system is electric, ensure
you have a fully operational electronic brake controller. Read your instruction booklet and
know how to operate the controller. Once per year, have your brake system wiring and your
electric drum brake drum assemblies dismantled and checked internally. A complete
replacement electric backing plate, with all new components is a low-cost service item for
older trailers. Brake drums also wear inside and if needed can be replaced at low cost.

Hydraulic Brake Systems: Hydraulic brake systems should be checked regularly. Brake fluid
should be flushed and replaced annually. At this service interval the hydraulic master
cylinder, wheel cylinders and steel brake lines should all be checked for damage or leakage.
Hydraulic brake drums, brake backing plates and hydraulic disc rotors and disc brake
calipers should all be inspected and serviced by your approved mechanic.

Trailer Springs: Your trailer springs take a pounding, especially off road. Springs can
become damaged, especially if overloaded. On older trailers and boat trailers, springs are
subject to corrosion and over time can collapse or break. The bushes, pins and other fittings
that mount the springs to the trailer chassis or the axle can become worn. Your springs
ensure that your trailer rides smoothly behind your tow vehicle and all working components
are easily replaced. Brand new springs in pairs are also relatively inexpensive to replace.

Trailer Tyres: Tyre pressures are paramount and of course must be checked regularly on
trips. Beware of tyres that have been sitting for extended periods especially if exposed to
the outdoor elements. Tyres can develop issues such as flat spots, rubber deterioration and
hardening which could cause a tyre blowout. Make sure that you have your tyres inspected
at a reputable tyre shop and if in doubt replace your tyres. Tyres that are more than 5 years
old, regardless of tread wear are past their serviceable life and should be replaced. Always
carry a spare wheel & tyre properly mounted, with an appropriate 4-way wheel brace.

Trailer Wheels: New or replacement alloy or steel trailer wheels are available from Mullins.
You must ensure that your trailer wheels are load rated to match your trailer GTM (Gross
Towing Mass). If any wheel becomes damaged or if steel wheels become corroded (such as
boat trailer wheels), they should be replaced and not repaired. Load rated steel or alloy
wheels for trailer or caravan use are available from Mullins in various styles and sizes.



